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The MUHC OPTILAB cluster presently accepts blood collection tubes from 2 major suppliers the BD 
Vacutainer ™ and the Greiner Vacuettes™.   Each type of tube is covered by a cap of different colors 
indicating the nature of the additive and the presence or not of separator gel. 
 

It is essential that you always respect the order of tube draw (refer to images).  Also under no 
circumstances should you transfer the contents of one tube type to another. 
 

Please consult the following table to understand which tests can be performed on which type of tube: 

 

 BD AND GREINER TUBES 

TUBES CAP ANALYSIS 

Contains clot activator 
 

BD Tube: 
Red or Yellow cap 
 
Greiner Tube: 
Red cap with black ring or with Yellow ring 

  

 

General biochemistry 
IMMUNOLOGY SEROLOGY   
HORMONOLOGY 

Tube 
K EDTA 
Purple CAP 

 

HEMATOLOGY: CBC; Platelets; 
Reticulocytes; Glycosylated/Glycated 
Hemoglobin, Hemoglobin 
Electrophoresis, Coombs Direct; GSRH 

Tube  
Lithium or sodium HEPARIN 
Green cap 

  
General biochemistry on plasma or 
blood gases on whole blood 

Tube 
SODIUM CITRATE 
Blue cap 

  

HEMOSTASE: Prothrombin rate (PT); 
Activated partial thromboplastin time or 
Kaolin (APTT/TCK); Fibrinemia; 
Heparinemia; Anti Xa Factor; Protein C 
and S; D dimer / PDF; Coagulation 
Factors. 

Dry tube 
K EDTA 
Pink cap 

  
Blood type 
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BD TUBE GUIDE INCLUDING ORDER OF DRAW 
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GREINER TUBE GUIDE 
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KIMA (DOMREXPHARMA) TUBE GUIDE 
Due to stock shortages of Vacutainer© and Vacuette© blood tubes, the OPTILAB CUSM 

cluster will accept VACUTEST (MC) tubes from KIMA, distributed by DOMREXPHARMA.  

Below is the equivalence table. 

Code Dimensions Description 
Draw 
Volume  

Nominal 
Volume 

Color Use Image 

143650 13 x 75 mm 
Sodium Citrate 
3.2% 

3.15 mL 3.5 mL Light Blue General 

 

140740 13 x 75 mm 
Sodium Citrate 
3.2% 

1.8 mL 2 mL Light Blue Pediatrics 

 

135300 13 x 75 mm K2 EDTA 4 mL 4 mL Lavender General 

 

11020 13 x 100 mm Clot Activator 6 mL 6 mL Red General 

 

10174 13 x 75 mm 
Gel + Clot 
Activator 

3.5 mL 3.5 mL Gold Pediatrics 

 

10176 13 x 100 mm 
Gel + Clot 
Activator 

5 mL 5 mL Gold General 

 

12570 13 x 100 mm 
Gel + Lithium 
Heparin 

5 mL 5 mL 
Light 
Green 

General 

 

12020 13 x 100 mm 
Lithium 
Heparin 

6 mL 6 mL Green General 

 

123300 13 x 100 mm 
Sodium 
Heparin 

6 mL 6 mL Green General 

 
 


