
The new Glen site is simplifying and speeding up processes  

at our clinical laboratories, test centres and the Pathology 

Department thanks to cutting-edge equipment and 
state-of-the-art facilities that have been carefully 

planned and selected with our staff.
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The test centres at the Glen site are strategically located on Level 2 of Blocks B 
(MCH) and D (RVH and MCI). Close to key services, such as the ambulatory clinics, 
the test centres are easily accessible from public areas.

In the Pathology Department, the frozen section laboratory is a bridge between 
the pediatric and adult operating rooms (Level 3 between Blocks B and C), while 
the morgue and autopsy rooms are located on Level 4 of Block D.

The clinical and pathology laboratories, which conduct analyses for the entire 
Glen site and for part of the Montreal General Hospital and Lachine Hospital,  
are grouped on Levels 4 and 5 of the Research Institute (Block E).

At the intersection of public areas and ambulatory activities, the 
Test Centre has user-friendly work spaces designed to encourage 
efficiency:

•	R eception desks with pneumatic tube stations

•	 6 sample collection rooms for children and 8 cubicles for adults

•	S pacious waiting rooms

Thanks to a modern network of pneumatic tubes, samples can travel from the 
Test Centre to the laboratories in just a few minutes for fast analysis.
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At the heart of the interventional platform, the frozen section 
laboratory serves all pediatric and adult operating rooms when 
urgent analysis is required.

•	S trategic location to reduce walking distances

•	E asy access for students and researchers from Block E

Separated work areas:

•	L ab area

•	R eceiving area

•	W ork area for pathologists who need to examine samples under a microscope

Morgue and autopsy

•	B odies are transported through restricted corridors and elevators

•	A  viewing room lets families pay their respects or identify a body in a 
private setting

•	P hysical separation of clean and soiled areas with a refrigerated room 
that is supplied from a back-of-house area

•	A  main autopsy room and an isolated autopsy room equipped with ceiling-
mounted body lifts

•	E rgonomic layout for teaching as well as specimen registration and 
organization

•	L ocker room compliant with decontamination protocols  

After an autopsy, tissues and organs are sent to the pathology laboratory next door 
(Level 4, Block E). An interactive space with glass panels and an intercom allows  
the autopsy team to talk with laboratory staff and transfer samples through a 
dedicated window.

Pathology: Frozen Section Laboratory  
and Autopsy

Tissue 
laboratory

Viewing Room1

1
Refrigerated Room

Autopsy Rooms

Storage

Storage

Locker Rooms, 
Airlock and 

Washing Area

Pathology: layout of the morgue and autopsy room

Support Spaces

Shared Office



 

 

At the heart of the Research Institute (Block E)

•	 The main central laboratory and the transfusion services laboratories are 
grouped on Level 4 (west section)

•	 The pathology laboratories are located on Level 4 (east section) 

•	 The cytogenetics, molecular biology and microbiology laboratories are 
consolidated on Level 5 (west section)

The clinical laboratories are organized to promote 
interdisciplinarity and the streamlining of the delivery of test 
results to patients:

•	L ayout adapted to type of activity: an open concept (central lab and 
connected labs) or closed work areas to avoid contamination

•	S upport services located centrally on the floors, with laboratories around 
the perimeter

•	L aboratories are mostly automated and built on shared technological 
platforms to provide more personalized analyses and medical care

•	 The design incorporates LEAN principles for efficient sample processing 
and handling

•	D esigned without walls as much as possible for a flexible and adaptable 
layout

•	M ajority of specimens arrive through the pneumatic tube system 

•	L ab entrances controlled by access cards
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Pneumatic tubes carry blood, medication, samples and emergency medical 
supplies to our healthcare professionals. 

Hidden within the walls of the Glen site, the pneumatic tube 
system sends filled capsules on a journey throughout a labyrinth 
of pipes:

•	 The system connects more than 80 separate points throughout the Glen 
site, and capsules can go from point to point in just a few minutes

•	 The capsules are about the size of a 2-litre plastic bottle

•	 The system can prioritize items that need to be quickly received or 
analyzed

Pneumatic tube system:
Fast service for patients and staff
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Want to lea rn more?
Visit us on-line at muhc.ca/construction to watch videos about our Glen site and to 
find more information about the New MUHC.

For a quick response to your questions or comments, contact us at:

514 934-8317 

construction@muhc.mcgill.ca 

twitter.com/siteGlen
www.muhc.ca/construction
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