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Body modification gets under skin of police

DOUGLAS QUAN
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In the seemingly no-boundaries
world of tattooing and body pierc-
ing, artists no longer just poke and
pinch parts of the body. They split
tongues, create artistic scars by cut-
ting or branding, and implant three-
dimensional objects underneath the
skin.

But how far is too far?
It’s a debate roiling not only with-

in the body-modification industry,

but among medical professionals –
and even among law-enforcement
agencies.

Police in Guelph, Ont., say they
are considering criminal charges af-
ter receiving an anonymous pack-
age that contained a DVD showing
genital surgery being performed at a
local tattoo parlour.

But some in the industry say that
if the surgery was performed with
the client’s informed consent, they
don’t see a problem.

“If you own anything, you own
your body. If the state or society says
no, we have more control of your
body over you, you’re not free,” said
Shannon Larratt, the Toronto
founder of Body Modification Ezine,
an online magazine.

“We’ve said it’s okay to play risky
sports. Why can’t they make risks

with their own body?” he said.
But Dr. Richard Warren, a

spokesman for the Canadian Society
of Plastic Surgery, says some proce-
dures clearly cross the line. He said
life-threatening complications could
result if the modifications are not
performed properly.

“At some point, invasive body
modification becomes practising
medicine without a licence,” he said.

The anonymous packages in
Guelph – each containing a DVD, a
letter of complaint and photographs
– arrived on March 2, and had been
sent to Guelph’s public health office,
city hall and the local newspaper.

The envelope had no return ad-
dress and was marked “urgent,”
said Janice Walters, manager of in-
fectious disease control for Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health.

Officials turned over the package
to police after viewing the DVD.

“It was obviously a surgical proce-
dure in a non-surgical setting,” Wal-
ters said.

According to the Guelph Mercury
newspaper, the DVD shows a labia-
reduction procedure being per-
formed on a woman as heavy metal
music blares in the background.
Hands and arms with distinct tat-
toos are visible but views of faces
are fleeting and unclear, the newspa-
per reported.

It is clear that people in the room
know the surgery is being taped.

Guelph police Det.-Const. Kevin
King said he and his partner were
stunned by what they saw.

“We looked at each other. We have
never seen anything like this come
across our desk before,” King said.
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CALGARY – Grocery stores are strug-
gling with a rash of food-tampering,
with Calgary police saying yester-
day that nine stores have now been
affected by 11 separate incidents
since January.

As he announced the two latest
cases, Calgary police Chief Rick
Hanson said police believe the re-
cent food-tampering is the work of
copycats.

“We’re frustrated because a few
idiots who, for motives that are
known only to them, are causing so
much anxiety, putting so many peo-
ple potentially at risk,” said Han-
son.

“Because of these idiots, we have
to devote a huge amount of re-
sources, which we are, to investi-
gate this. We will catch these guys.”

The food-tampering started in
January with three incidents at one
southwest Calgary Co-op store and
looked to be resolved with the arrest
of a woman.

But the incidents grew city-wide
when Sobeys, Superstore, Safeway
and Buy-Low stores were also tar-
geted. Police have asked people to be
vigilant in looking over the gro-
ceries they buy.

In each case so far, metal objects
have been inserted into food. To
date, no one has been injured.

Hanson also said police will no
longer do media interviews to dis-
cuss food-tampering incidents but
will notify when more cases arise.

“We firmly believe that at least
some of these are copycat incidents
and the constant attention given to
each event is only fuelling this be-
haviour,” said Hanson.
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“With construction underway, we
can focus our attention on completing
the design, while continuing to address
current operational priorities and push
our Mountain and Lachine campuses
forward,” said the Hon. Arthur T.
Porter, MUHC Director General and
CEO. “As one of the world’s foremost
academic health centres, the MUHC
must have significant evidence-based
impact on health outcomes and that

means being accountable for achieving
the highest levels of quality, safety,

science and educational outreach. Our
dedicated people and this project will
make this possible.”

World-class academic medicine
The Glen Campus will be the new

home of the Royal Victoria and The
Montreal Children’s hospitals, the
Montreal Chest Institute, a Cancer
Centre and the Research Institute of the
MUHC. Talented clinicians and scientists
will have the 21st-century facilities to
ensure that the population benefits
from the most efficient, effective and
proven healthcare practices across the
lifespan. They will train new healthcare
leaders and extend knowledge within
the community and around the world.
Finally, our investigators will accelerate
our understanding of diseases, thus
improving health care and contributing
to our nation’s economy by attracting
inquisitive minds and encouraging
innovation.

At the cutting edge of
technology
21s t-centur y medic ine requires

21s t-century technology. The new
MUHC will be a world leader in
healthcare technologies. The latest
diagnostic and treatment equipment,
information systems, including medical
informatic s, and communicat ion
systems will connect the Glen to our
other campuses, network partners,
healthcare institutions around the
world and the population at large.

A whole new way
of caring
Medicine has come a long way, and

not just in terms of technology. Today’s
patients and their families are more
knowledgeable than ever and want
to be part of the decision-making
process regarding their health. The
MUHC is planning to make this new
patient-centric model a reality by truly
transforming the way health care is
delivered.

Glen Campus at a glance
 One of the world's largest PPP projects: McGill Health
Infrastructure Group, led by SNC-Lavalin and Innisfree Ltd

 Complex integrated patient care: pediatrics, cancer, cardiovascular
sciences, respiratory medicine, women’s health, emergency
department, critical care units, and associated services

 Research Institute of the MUHC: 600+ investigators, 1,200 graduate
students, 250 post-doctoral fellows

 Enhanced teaching platforms for more effective knowledge transfer
and professional collaboration

 500 pediatric and adult single-patient rooms: the gold standard for
infection control and healing environments; private bathrooms,
bedside controls and in-room procedures

 Advanced diagnostic and treatment equipment for faster results and
better care

 LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified
construction, operations and maintenance
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FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY AND A HALF, THE HOSPITALS
OF THE McGILL UNIVERSITY HEALTH CENTRE (MUHC) HAVE
ENSURED THAT OUR COMMUNITY CAN COUNT ON THE BEST
CARE FOR LIFE.

Today, that commitment to excellence is gaining
tremendous impetus with the start of construction at
the Glen Campus. In the heart of the city, at the nexus
of three highly accessible neighbourhoods, the MUHC is
creating an environment where compassionate care, top-
notch teaching and groundbreaking medical research will
be fully integrated across every one of our missions and
departments. Most importantly, our patients and their
families will benefit from an academic health centre where
high-tech meets human, and where confidence, dignity,
innovation and hope are part of a daily philosophy.

“With construction underway, we can focus our
attention on completing the design, while continuing
to address current operational priorities and push our

Mountain and Lachine campuses forward...”
— The Hon. Arthur T. Porter,

Director General and CEO of the MUHC
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The Glen Campus will unite on one site the Royal Victoria Hospital, The Montreal Children’s Hospital, the Montreal Chest Institute,
a Cancer Centre and the Research Institute of the MUHC.

At the New MUHC, technology and human touches will unite to meet the needs of
patients and their families.

The New MUHC at the Glen Campus

A whole new era in health care


